*    TRAVEL    *

these mail coaches afford would not be found or got to-
gether in all Berlin. It was a real pleasure to see them in
all the pride and strength which an hour later was to
send them in every direction with incredible rapidity to
every corner of England/

From the 'Belle Sauvage Inn' at Ludgate Hill num-
bers of coaches poured out daily: the Portsmouth Rocket,
the Southampton Times, the Cheltenham Berkeley Hunt
and the Oxford Defiance. And from the 'Bolt-in-Tun5 in
Fleet Street, the Hastings Regulator, the Tunbridge
Wells Star and the Southampton Rover set out. The num-
ber of mail coaches leaving the General Post Office, St.
Martin's-le-Grand, every night, was twenty-seven, and
they covered some 5,500 miles of road,

Now the stage coach offered its patrons yet other de-
lights; for it afforded its coachmen opportunities for
virtuoso driving in a way that the railway does not. So
that to the young sporting bucks the stage coachman was
something of a hero, and the names and exploits of the
most brilliant of them constantly reappear in the sport-
ing literature of the day. There was John Willan of the
Brighton Times, ca man of nerve'; Holmes, of the Oxford
Blenheim, ean artist'; Tom Mountain, of the Birming-
ham Tantivy, could 'hit his inner leader with absolute
precision'; whilst the gallant Captain Warbuck's 'atten-
tion to ladies and families travelling with him' was
'quite exemplary7. Greatest of all seems to have been
Tom Cracknell of the Bristol Tantivy, who was a 'flyer7
indeed.

The deeds of these worthies are celebrated in a song
heartily commended by Nimrod. (The 'Lancashire
lord7 is Lord Sefton's heir, a great coaching enthusiast.
'Three feet of tin' is the guard's horn.)
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